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Are You Water Wise?

A Rural Residential and Agricultural Water Quality Awareness Test

In Umatilla County, there are currently three Agricultural Water Quality Management Area (AgWQMA) Plans and Rules:  North Fork John Day River, the Umatilla River, and Walla Walla River Subbasins.  These AgWQMA Plans and Rules relate to rural residential and agricultural water quality the subbasins.  AgWQMA Plans and Rules are conducted in subbasins where there are water quality concerns.  The AgWQMA Plans were written in cooperation with Local Advisory Committees and the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA); however, ODA enforces the AgWQMA Rules. 

Take a few minute to complete this checklist.  Add up the number you circled as answers in each column to find your total.  Use the information on the back to see how your agricultural water quality awareness measures up.

Do You…
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Never
	Sometimes
	Often

	· protect streamside areas on your property?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· control or limit livestock access to streamside areas?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· encourage vegetation along streamsides or waterways?
	1
	2
	3

	· leave a vegetative buffer of filter strip along waterways?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· replant or restore disturbed streamside areas on your property?
	1
	2
	3

	· avoid feeding livestock in/or near streamside areas?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· graze in a manner that does not degrade stream banks?
	1
	2
	3

	· prevent pooling of water and the accumulation of livestock waste in pastures and dry lots?
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	· prevent livestock waste from running off into waterways?
	1
	2
	3

	· provide minerals and salt for livestock away from waterways?
	1
	2
	3

	· use an irrigation schedule?
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	· vary your irrigation schedule according to crop and climate?
	1
	2
	3

	· take soil moisture tests?
	
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	· apply all farm chemicals according to their labels?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· apply fertilizer in accordance with a nutrient budget?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· take soil and/or plant tissue tests?
	
	
	1
	2
	3

	· store farm chemicals in a safe condition and location?
	
	1
	2
	3

	· prevent channels and gullies from forming on your property?
	1
	2
	3

	· control sediment from running off your property?
	1
	2
	3

	· follow a farm plan or conservation plan
	1
	2
	3









ADD    ______ + ______ +  ______








TOTAL SCORE = ___________________
So…How Did You Score?

If your TOTAL SCORE (from the other side) was:

	0 - 20
	20 - 40
	40 - 60

	Unfortunately, like too many others, you could be contributing to water pollution problems in your community.  You need to think about the many ways you can modify your habits to become part of the solution.
	You are generally aware of the need to conserve water and to protect surface and groundwater from pollution, but need to be more consistent in your habits. 
	You are to be complimented on your knowledge of rural residential and agricultural water quality issues.  


Did You Know? 
Umatilla County has both Water Quality and Quantity Problems
Umatilla County contains 1 of 3 Groundwater Management Areas in the state.  Groundwater Management Areas are listed for poor water quality.  In some portions of the Lower Umatilla Basin groundwater quality is below the Federal Safe Drinking Water Standard.
Umatilla County contains 4 of 7 Critical Groundwater Areas in the state.  Critical Groundwater Areas are listed for limited water quantity.  Rapidly declining groundwater levels in the Lower Umatilla Basin has spurred the creation of the Umatilla County Critical Groundwater Taskforce.

What More Can You Do?

Contact the Umatilla County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) to find out more about your local AgWQMA Plan and Rules.  The Umatilla County SWCD will provide you with a list of best management practices for rural residential and agricultural water quality.
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Umatilla County SWCD

1 SW Nye Ave., Suite B

Pendleton, OR 97801

Phone:  541-276-8170

Fax:  541-276-8131

www.umatillacountyswcd.com
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